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March 4, 2021 
 
To: Interested applicants 
 

RE:  Request for Applications 
 
 The State of Hawaii Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC) is accepting 
applications from interested farmers and cattle ranchers seeking land for agricultural 
production and pastural use.  All interested applicants can go the ADC website at 
http://hdoa.hawaii.gov/adc/land-application/ to obtain an application form, or they can 
contact the ADC office at (808) 586-0186.  Office hours are 8:00am to 5:00pm, Monday 
through Friday, except holidays. 
 
 The ADC has available vacant lands for agricultural production on Oahu 
identified as Tax Map Keys: 6-4-003-016, 6-4-004-006 & 008, 7-1-001-005, 7-1-001-012, 
7-1-002-034 and 006, 7-1-002-041, 046, & 047, and 9-5-003-007 (see attached general 
location map).  Multi-year Licenses to farm these lands, or occupy for pastural use, will 
be issued based on merit.  All applications will be rated and only the highest rated 
applicants will be selected.  Cattle ranchers may apply for the available parcels, 
however, preference will be given to crop farmers.  Accordingly, we are seeking farmers 
and ranchers with the following requirements: 
 

• Minimum 5 years farming experience; or 

• Owner-operator of an established farm conducting a substantial farming or cattle 

ranching operation. 

 

It is not required, but highly preferred that applicants be trained and certified in food 

safety and Good Agricultural Practices. 

 
All applications will be rated 0-100 points based on the following questions: 
 

1. Does the applicant have farming experience? (Max score: 15) 
2. Do the crops selected appeal to consumers and will they generate profit? (Max 

score: 20)  
3. Has the applicant demonstrated adequate financial ability? (Max score: 40) 
4. Has the applicant demonstrated adequate goals and strategies in their business 

plan to achieve them? (Max score: 15) 
5. Does the applicant’s operation meet basic regulatory requirements and industry 

standards regarding safety and sanitation? (Max score: 10) 
 
The following are the available parcels: 

http://hdoa.hawaii.gov/adc/land-application/
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1.  Paalaa Uka, Kamehameha Hwy./Paalaa Uka Pupukea Rd., TMK: 6-4-003-016.  

A. Size:  511 Gross Acres, approximately 385 is usable for diversified farming. 

Minimum size lot for diversified agriculture operation is 100 acres. 

B. Location:  Paalaa Uka, Oahu, gates to the property located on Kamehameha 

Hwy and Paalaa Uka Rd. 

C. Water source:  A pump station owned by Dole is located across Kamehameha 

Hwy. approx. 500 yards from the property.  A possible second water source is an 

irrigation ditch running on the northern end of the property:  Licensee will need to 

procure an agreement from Dole to use water from the pump station or R2 ditch 

water.  The Licensee is also responsible for the development of the irrigation 

water infrastructure, including transporting water and constructing its own water 

storage onsite.   

D. Condition of property:  The property has several abandoned vehicles on site, as 

well as debris and rubbish.  The land is overgrown with grass and tall trees.    

The land will require clearing before any agricultural activities can begin and will 

be issued “as is.”  The Licensee is responsible for developing the land in 

accordance with applicable laws and license provisions.  Access from 

Kamehameha Hwy on the West boundary for several hundred yards makes 

security a concern for the farmer.  If Licensee chooses, Licensee may erect 

fencing as allowed in the License.  

The following are the general license provisions for diversified agriculture:  
 

• Starting at $100-$200/acre/year 

• Up to 35-year term  

• Licensee is responsible for the development of the water infrastructure 

• Must submit an approved conservation plan  

• No subletting, except as approved by ADC 

• No permanent structure or residential dwellings shall be allowed 

• Rent credit for improvements to the land may apply, if approved by ADC 

 

The following are the general license provisions for cattle ranching: 

 

• Starting at $11-$15/acre/year 

• 5 years with an option to renew 

• Licensee is required to install cattle fencing at its own cost 

• Licensee is responsible for the development of the water infrastructure 

• No subletting, except as approved by ADC 

• No permanent structure or residential dwellings shall be allowed 

• Rent credit for improvements to the land may apply, if approved by ADC 

 

 
2.  Whitmore Lands (North), Kamehameha Hwy., TMK(s) 6-4-004-006 & 008    
 

A. Size:  234 Gross Acres, approximately 162 acres is usable for diversified farming  
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B. Location:  Whitmore Village, Oahu, Kamehameha Hwy access to the property is 

currently blocked by concrete jersey barriers. Access road via Saipan Rd is in 

poor condition due to muddy and uneven road. 

C. Water Source:  Dole’s Tanada Reservoir (surface water) located 200 feet more 

or less from the property line.   Licensee will need to procure an agreement from 

Dole to use water from Tanada Reservoir. The Licensee is also responsible for 

the development of the irrigation water infrastructure, which includes a pump, 

filter station, waterlines, and a reservoir/water storage, and other equipment 

needed to transport water from Dole’s reservoir to the site.   
D. Condition of property: Property is fairly clear of debris and rubbish, however, it is 

overgrown with grass and trees.  The land will require clearing before any 

agricultural activities can begin and will be issued “as is.”  The Licensee is 

responsible for developing the land in accordance with applicable laws and 

license provisions. 

The following are the general license provisions for diversified agriculture:  
 

• Starting at $100-$200/acre/year 

• Up to 35-year term  

• Must submit an approved conservation plan  

• Licensee is responsible for the development of the water infrastructure 

• Licensee is responsible for obtain approvals or permits for ingress/egress 

• No subletting, except as approved by ADC 

• No permanent structure or residential dwellings shall be allowed 

• Rent credit for improvements to the land may apply, if approved by ADC 

 

The following are the general license provisions for cattle ranching: 

 

• Starting at $11-$15/acre/year 

• 5 years with an option to renew 

• Licensee is required to install cattle fencing at its own cost 

• Licensee is responsible for the development of the water infrastructure 

• Licensee is responsible for obtain approvals or permits for ingress/egress 

• No subletting, except as approved by ADC 

• No permanent structure or residential dwellings shall be allowed 

• Rent credit for improvements to the land may apply, if approved by ADC 

 

 
3.  Whitmore Agricultural Lands, Whitmore Ave./Saipan Rd., TMK(s): 7-1-001-012, 
7-1-002-041, 046, & 047, and 7-1-002-034 & 006. (These lands have been 
designated for green houses and orchards) 
 

A. Size: TMK: 7-1-001-012  (32 gross acres);  

TMK:7-1-002-041, 046 and 047  (205 gross  acres); and  

TMK: 7-1-002-034, and 006  (179 gross acres) 

416 Gross Acres, 280 Acres, more or less, of relatively flat terrain 
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B. Location:  Whitmore Village, Oahu, three (3) contiguous parcels with access via 

Whitmore Avenue and Saipan Road.  Although contiguous these three (3) 

parcels could be considered as individual lots.   

C. Water source:  TMK: 7-1-002-034 currently has a ¾” water meter. The other two 

properties do not have access to a water source.  The Licensee is responsible for 

the development of the lot’s irrigation water infrastructure, including transporting 

water and constructing its own water storage onsite.   

D. Condition of property:  Hawaiian Electric power source located on Whitmore Ave. 

All three of the properties will require clearing and removal of junk and 

abandoned vehicles before agricultural activities can begin.  Lot 034 is relatively 

flat, but it will require removal of a lot of tree trunks that were left behind after 

cutting down hundreds of invasive Albizia trees.  The property is adjacent to 

Whitmore Village along the West boundary so it could be susceptible to 

vandalism and theft.  The lots will also require clearing of grass and trees before 

any agricultural activities can begin and will be issued as is.  The Licensee is 

responsible for developing their individual lots in accordance with applicable laws 

and license provisions. 

 TMK: 7-1-001-012   32 gross acres 
 TMK: 7-1-002-041, 046, and 047 205 gross acres 
 TMK: 7-1-002-034, and 006  179 gross acres 
 Total:     416 gross acres, more or less 
  
The following are the general license provisions for diversified agriculture:  
 

• Starting at $100-200/acre/year 

• Up to 35-year term  

• Must submit an approved conservation plan 

• Licensee is responsible for the development of the water infrastructure 

• No subletting, except as approved by ADC 

• No permanents structure or residential dwellings shall be allowed, except as 

approved by ADC 

• Rent credit for improvements to the land may apply, if approved by ADC 

 

The following are the general license provisions for cattle ranching: 

 

• Starting at $11-$15/acre/year 

• 5 years with an option to renew 

• Licensee is required to install cattle fencing at its own cost 

• Licensee is responsible for the development of the water infrastructure 

• No subletting, except as approved by ADC 

• No permanent structure or residential dwellings shall be allowed 

• Rent credit for improvements to the land may apply, if approved by ADC 

 

 

4.  Mililani Mauka, Keni St., TMK: 9-5-003-007. 
 



Page 5 of 6 
 
 

A. Size: 91 Gross Acres, farmable acres TBD. 

B. Location:  Mililani Mauka, Oahu, access is through a Board of Water Supply 

(BWS) gate on Keni St. 

C. Water source:  The property is adjacent to BWS Storage Tanks identified as 

Mililani 1150 Reservoirs 1 & 2. Licensee will need to procure an agreement from 

BWS to install a water meter.  The Licensee is also responsible for the 

development of the irrigation water infrastructure, including water storage. 

D. Condition of property:  The lot has not been farmed in decades and is overgrown 

with tall grass and trees. Access through two secure gates has deterred illegal 

dumpers and will stop most thieves.  However, large trucks and equipment would 

have a difficult time accessing the property due to steep and narrow access road 

to the property.  The lot will require clearing before any agricultural activities can 

begin and will be issued as is.  The Licensee is responsible for developing the 

land in accordance with applicable laws and license provisions.   

The following are the general license provisions for diversified agriculture:  
 

• Starting at $100-$200/acre/year 

• Up to 35-year term  

• Must submit an approved conservation plan  

• Licensee is required to pay BWS water meter installation cost 

• Licensee is responsible for the development of the water infrastructure 

• No subletting, except as approved by ADC 

• No permanent structure or residential dwellings shall be allowed 

• Rent credit for improvements to the land may apply, if approved by ADC 

 

The following are the general license provisions for cattle ranching: 

 

• Starting at $11-$15/acre/year 

• 5 years with an option to renew 

• Licensee is required to install cattle fencing at its own cost 

• Licensee is required to pay BWS water meter installation cost 

• Licensee is responsible for the development of the water infrastructure 

• No subletting, except as approved by ADC 

• No permanent structure or residential dwellings shall be allowed 

• Rent credit for improvements to the land may apply, if approved by ADC 

 

 

5.  Galbraith Agricultural Lands (North), Kamehameha Hwy., TMK: 7-1-001-005 
(These lands have been designated for truck crops, no cattle ranching) 
 
A. Size:  230 Gross acres, farmable acres TBD.  Minimum size lot for diversified 

agriculture operation is 100 acres. 

B. Location:  Whitmore Village, Oahu, Access through gate located on Kamehameha 

Hwy.   

C. Water source:  There is a reservoir on the property connected to ADC’s Bott Well 

Pump Station.  The water line from Kamehameha Hwy to the reservoir has a saddle 
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connection that the farmer may use for their operation.  The licensee will need to 

procure an agreement from ADC to use water from the Bott Well Pump Station and 

install a water meter. The Licensee is responsible for the development of the lot’s 

irrigation water infrastructure, including transporting water from a water meter 

designated by ADC and constructing its own water storage onsite. 

D. Condition of property: There are numerous abandoned vehicles and trash on a 

portion of the property that need to be removed.  90 acres, more or less do not have 

any abandoned vehicles or trash and has recently been cleared. The lot will require 

clearing of grass and small trees before any agricultural activities can begin and will 

be issued as is.  The Licensee is responsible for developing the land in accordance 

with applicable laws and license provisions. 

The following are the general license provisions for the Galbraith Agricultural Lands:  
 

• Starting at $100-$200/acre/year 

• Up to 35-year term  

• Must submit an approved conservation plan  

• Licensee is responsible for the development of the water infrastructure 

• No subletting, except as approved by ADC 

• No permanent structure or residential dwellings shall be allowed 

• Rent credit for improvements to the land may apply, if approved by ADC 

 

A site visit of the available parcels will be held on Tuesday, March 16, 2021 
from 9:00am.-2:00pm.  This will be the only site visit.  However, due to 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, we may schedule multiple site visits to comply 
with the state’s rules and regulations.  Interested applicants wishing to attend the 
site visit should RSVP at least 24 hours prior to the site visit.  All interested 
applicants who wish to attend the site visit shall meet at 1116 Whitmore Ave., Building E, 
Wahiawa, HI 96786.  For more information about the site visit, please contact the ADC. 

 

 Applications shall be received by the ADC Office before 2:00pm, Friday, 
April 9, 2021.  The applicants are required to answer all applicable questions and 
complete all attachments as prescribed in the application.  Any incomplete application 
will automatically be disqualified.  All completed applications shall be mailed or delivered 
to 235 S. Beretania St., Room 205, Honolulu, HI 96813.  For more information about the 
parcels, interested applicants can contact the ADC Office at (808) 586-0087. 
 
      /s/ James J. Nakatani 

     Executive Director 
       
 

ADC does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, or sex 
in administration of its programs or activities, and, ADC does not retaliate against any 
individual because they have exercised their rights to participate in or oppose actions 

protected by 40 CFR Parts 5 and 7 or for the purpose of interfering with such rights. (As 
prohibited under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Rehabilitation Act of 

1973 §504; Age Discrimination Act of 1975; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; 
and Federal Water Pollution Control Act 

 Amendments of 1972 §13 (hereinafter referred to collectively as the federal non-
discrimination statutes.) 


