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All farms are classified by the USDA according to the tenure of their producers. Full owners operate only on

land they own. Part owners operate the land they own and also land they rent from others. Tenants operate only

on land they rent from others or work on shares for others. In Hawai‘i, approximately 70% of all farms (4,649

out of 6,569) are Full Owners, followed by 9% Part Owners (558 farms), and 21% Tenants (1,362 farms). As

shown in Charts 1 and 2, full ownership declines significantly as annual farm sales and area operated increase.

Table 1: Tenure Type by Annual Farm Sales and Area Operated, Hawai‘i, 2022

Unit: Number of Farms Full Owner Part Owner Tenant Total %

Annual Farm Sales
Less than $1,000 1,162 98 183 1,443 22.0
$1,000 - $2,499 608 26 95 729 11.1
$2,500 - $4,999 606 27 76 709 10.8
$5,000 - $9,999 795 50 153 998 15.2
$10,000 - $24,999 708 89 261 1,058 16.1
$25,000 - $49,999 400 55 204 659 10.0
$50,000 - $99,999 168 82 144 394 6.0
$100,000 - $249,999 103 41 112 256 3.9
$250,000 - $499,999 40 28 66 134 2.0
$500,000 - $999,999 30 20 29 79 1.2
$1,000,000 or More 29 42 39 110 1.7

Total 4,649 558 1,362 6,569 100.0

Area Operated (Acres)
1.0-9.9 3,322 144 765 4,231 64.4
10.0 - 49.9 1,072 207 400 1,679 25.6
50.0-69.9 72 27 21 120 1.8
70.0 - 99.9 43 36 22 101 1.5
100 - 139 32 23 27 82 1.2
140-179 13 8 24 45 0.7
180-219 9 5 11 25 0.4
220 -259 8 9 3 20 0.3
260 - 499 30 19 27 76 1.2
500 - 999 15 26 28 69 1.1
1,000 - 1,999 12 20 15 47 0.7
2,000 or More 21 34 19 74 1.1

Total 4,649 558 1,362 6,569 100.0
Source: USDA NASS.
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Chart 1: Tenure Type by Annual Farm Sales, Hawai‘i, 2022

(a) Number of Farms by Tenure Type and Annual Farm Sales
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(b) Percentage Share of Tenure Types by Annual Farm Sales
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Chart 2: Tenure Type by Area Operated (Acres), Hawai‘i, 2022
(a) Number of Farms by Tenure Type and Area Operated
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The Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity (DAB) is committed to maintaining an environment free from
discrimination, retaliation, or harassment on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or disability, or
any other class as protected under federal or state law, with respect to any program or activity. More
information is available at DAB’s website: http://dab.hawaii.gov/.
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