10/02/2023 P&A meeting Minutes – Final


 Minutes of the Advisory Committee on Plants and Animals
October 2, 2023, Meeting
Hawaii Department of Agriculture (HDOA)

I. CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Darcy Oishi called the Advisory Committee on Plants and Animals  to order on Monday, October 2nd at 1:40 PM via Zoom Meeting.

	
Members Virtually Present:

Darcy Oishi, Chairperson HDOA, Dr. Maria Haws, Professor of Aquaculture, Pacific Aquaculture & Coastal Research Center, University of Hawaii at Hilo
	Robert Hauff, Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR)
Joshua Fisher, (Invasive Species Biologist, U. S. Fish and Wildlife)
Sam Gon, Nature Conservancy, Thomas Eisen Office of Planning & Sustainable Development	

      Others Present:[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  The identification of the public members is based on their sign-in name but are not verified. 



] 

	
	Kevin Salvador, IT Specialist, HDOA
	Noni Putnam, Land Vertebrate Specialist, PQB, HDOA
	Arielle Argel, KITV 4

     Others Virtually Present:
	Jodi Yi Deputy Attorney General (DAG)
	Travis Moon Deputy Attorney General (DAG)
	



II.	INTRODUCTION AND COMMENTS

Chairperson Darcy Oishi introduced himself and asked the Committee members to briefly introduce themselves.  For those in attendance virtually, he asked that they indicate if anyone is in the room with them.  Dr. Maria Haws, Robert Hauff, Sam Gon, Thomas Eisen and Joshua Fisher introduced themselves.  All indicated they were alone.



III.	REQUEST TO BE REVIEWED BY COMMITTEE


2.	 Request to:  (1) Allow the Importation of up to Three (3) Plains Zebras, Equus burchelli (Equus quagga burchellii), Animals on the List of Restricted Animals (PartB), by Permit, for Non-Commercial Use in an Animal Sanctuary, by Three Ring Ranch, Inc.; and (2) Update Permit Conditions for the Importation of up to Three (3) Plains Zebras, Equus burchelli (Equus quagga burchellii), Animals on the List of Restricted Animals (Part B), by Permit, for Non-Commercial Use in an Animal Sanctuary, by Three Ring Ranch, Inc.
Chairman Oishi introduced Ms. Noni Putnam from Plant Quarantine for the second request on the agenda, the zebra request.
Ms. Putnam introduced herself as representing Department of Agriculture, Plant Quarantine Branch, as the Land Vertebrate Specialist. She will be introducing the following request to allow importation of up to three Plains Zebra, Equus burchelli (Equus quagga burchellii), Animals on the List of Restricted Animals (Part B), by permit for Non-Commercial Use in an Animal Sanctuary, by Three Ring Ranch, Inc.; and (2) Update Permit Conditions for the Importation of up to Three (3) Plains Zebras, Equus burchelli (Equus quagga burchellii), Animals on the List of Restricted Animals (Part B), by Permit, for Non-Commercial Use in an Animal Sanctuary, by Three Ring Ranch, Inc.
Please refer to the first PQB note located on page 2 that states that PQB has previously approved Import Permits for Ann Goody on January 7th, 2016, for two female zebras refer to attachment one, and PQB has previously approved a possession permit for Ann and Norman Goody on September 2, 1998, for 2 zebras and some other animals, please refer to attachment 2 for that.  For the category the zebras are on the list of Restricted Animals (Part B) pursuant to Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) Chapter 4-71, zebras may be imported into Hawaii for government use, or private and commercial use, including research, zoological parks, or aquaculture production. (Refer to Attachment 3 for the species proposed for import).  Please refer to PQB notes on page 2:  Pursuant to section 4-71-2, HAR, “Private Use” means use for non-commercial purposes, such as non-profit research, and does not include individual possession of an animal as a pet. Animals on the List of Restricted Animals (Part B) are not necessarily available for import for all the possible Restricted B List purposes (i.e., private, and commercial use, including research, zoological parks, or aquaculture production), but only for those Restricted B list purposes determined appropriate by the Board.  For example, placement of an insect or bird on the List of Restricted Animals (Part B) does not, of itself, establish that the insect may be imported for private or commercial use or aquaculture.  Certain organisms on an import list may not be appropriate for all the import list purposes.
Please note that the last enclosure inspection was conducted on June 20, 2023, for the recently imported non-human primates that they recently received. However, we will be working with Dr. Goody to conduct another enclosure inspection in the next few weeks for the zebra enclosure.
Please refer to the next PQB note located on page 3 on the accreditations received, such as the GFAS as well as the ASA (Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries, American Animal Sanctuary). Please refer to attachment 4 and attachment 9 for those certificates and information.
Please go to page 8 for historical background information which was provided from the 2015 Zebra request. 
This request was submitted to the Sub-committee of Land Vertebrates for their review and recommendations.  Their recommendation and recommendations are as follows: For approval or disapproval to allow the importation of Three (3) Zebras, I received 4 responses, 3 recommended approvals, 1 no recommendation for approval or disapproval, but did include comments.
For question number 2 for approval/disapproval to update permit conditions for the importation of three (3) Plains Zebras for non-commercial use in an Animal Sanctuary, by Three Ring Ranch, Inc.:  I received 4 of 7 recommendations, and the recommendations 3 recommended approval, 1 no recommendation.  Please note that Dr. Carolyn McKinnie was unable to respond due to a family emergency.  Dr. Berry of DLNR has contacted DLNR to find a replacement for his position in the Sub-committee.
Please turn to page 11 for the proposed Import Permit Conditions.  I propose to amend number 3 “Only vasectomized or castrated male restricted article(s) may be imported.” to “All male restricted articles shall be vasectomized or castrated or rendered sterile.”
Please refer to PQB note on page 13: Proposed import permit condition no.17a was inserted based off the USDA Animal Care Inspection Guide and General Inspection Procedures. (Refer to Attachment 31 for the USDA Animal Care Inspection Guide and General Inspection Animal Guidelines). Previous conditions on height of fence are recommended to be not less than 6 feet.
This concludes my part of the presentation, thank you advisory committee members, we welcome your questions and comments.  Please note that Dr. Ann Goody is present to answer any questions you may have.
Board member Joshua Fisher had a question on condition number 28, he noted there is a requirement on health screening, and wanted to add Equine Encephalitis.  




Ms. Putnam stated that the disease and health screening is through Animal Quarantine, she will follow up with Dr. Maeda and ask about the Equine Encephalitis. Mr. Fisher stated the shipments will be coming from Colorado and Texas so this disease can well-mixed in the southern U.S.
Board member Robert Hauff had a question on Section 6 Alternatives on page 7 to Ms. Putnam.  He asked isn’t more effective to send the Zebra in Hawaii to the mainland where there are herds.  He said it seems a far more cost-effective way to deal with the Zebra’s health.  Ms. Putnam deferred to Dr. Goody as this portion of the application was prepared by her.
Kevin Salvador, IT, said that Jonathan Ho and Ann Goody wanted to speak.
Chairman Oishi asked Dr. Goody to respond to committee member questions.
Dr. Goody introduced herself as the Director of Three Ring Ranch and thanked the Committee and stated that there were several questions raised during the meeting.  The first was regarding Health Screening, Dr Goody responded that the Zebras were fully tested and quarantined in California prior to shipment to Hawaii.  Upon arrival in Hawaii, they were quarantined again, and 72 hours later were fully tested again and verified disease free. This exceeded the equine requirements.
Regarding sending Patty (Zebra) to the mainland.  So, our remaining Zebra Patty is now alone. On Monday her companion of 5 years, a pony named Cushion had to be euthanized. We are dealing with her emotional needs’ day by day.  Sending Patty away would reduce our ability to teach. Currently, we have our youth programs, pre-Vet students and second year Vet students.  This is the only opportunity for our youth to have hands-on experience in Hawaii to get into Vet School. Currently, we have a 100% success rate for our graduates to enter to get their DVM. If we lose this aspect of the program for our students to provide care, we lose the competitive edge of them being admitted.  As you know, how hard it is to get admitted.
Robert Hauff asked if administering similar care to a horse would be equivalent?
Dr. Goody responded that they are completely different creatures in behavior and anatomy, they are not a pony with stripes.
Chairman Oishi called on Jonathan Ho, Plant Quarantine Branch Manager.  Mr. Ho referred to the question on Equine Encephalitis. He checked with Animal Industry has regulations regarding that disease.  Dr. Goody was correct on the procedures.  Animal Industry has specific regulations to ensure that disease does not enter the State.






Chairman Oishi if there more comments or questions.  Ms. Putnam reiterated that Plant Quarantine routinely works with Animal Industry when importing any animal to ensure they follow the regulations. 
Committee member Maria Haws commented that there were efforts to get companion animals for the remaining Zebra.  However, shouldn’t there be more attempts to be made?  It does not look like all the avenues were explored. Also, does the justification for importation for companion for the sole surviving Zebra mean that there would be a perpetual importation of the zebra herd to satisfy the need to make the animal happy? Essentially, this is a request to establish a perpetual zebra herd.  
Chairman Oishi asked if Dr. Goody wanted to respond?  Dr. Goody responded that they had tried with a goat, then with a pony, which they had a partially successful attempt.  We had to divide the coral as the Zebra is much more aggressive, even though the pony is larger, she would bully the pony.  We tried with Alpacas, she would eat with them, but chase them around to herd them. We tried a quarter horse, which she was very fascinated by, but the horse did not want to be around her.  It’s a tough dynamic to introduce and provide social stimulation. When we first brought Patty in, when our other zebra was alone, there was an 18 month wait because as a sanctuary we do not buy or breed.  During that time, we had volunteers that would sit for 4 hours a day to provide social interaction.  It is difficult to provide interaction that only another zebra can provide. Dr. Goody stated that having zebras in Hawaii provides an increased ability to provide education to Hawaii students. While she could not predict in perpetuity, bringing another zebra close to Patty’s age would lead us to believe we would have a herd that would go at the same time. I would hope that there would always be zebras at Three Ring Ranch, but that would be at the discretion of the Hawaii Department of Agriculture.
Committee Member Thomas Eisen asked if there were other zebras in the State of Hawaii?  Dr. Goody answered no, not at this time.
Ms. Putnam said she thought there was another facility that had zebras, but she would have to double check that.
Chairman Oishi asked Dr. Goody how long has Patty been alone? Dr. Goody stated that she has been alone since Monday night. Chairman Oishi re-phrased the question and asked how long has Patty been without another zebra?  Per Dr. Goody, 2 ½ to 3 years.
Chairman Oishi asked Ms. Putnam on whether permit language should be more overt as to allow importation and possession.  Ms. Putnam deferred to the committee to update that language.  He also pointed to previous permit conditions in 2015 re progeny and consequences.  Ms. Putnam said she can add that language.  He then asked Dr. Goody on the reproductive health of Patty, to which Dr. Goody answered that she has never been bred, has no male around, and is separated by 61/2-foot fence.

Chairman Oishi then asked if there any additional questions from the Committee? He asked if there were any public comments. Kevin Salvador, IT, indicated that there were no public comments. Jonathan Ho, Plant Quarantine Branch Manager, asked to speak, he addressed propagation or breeding conditions on the 2015 permit application. Penalties include loss of permits, shipping the animal out of state. More discussion was made on interpretation and language.  Dr. Gon asked to speak, said he must leave by 3pm.  
Chairman Oishi made a motion to approve request to approve Importation and Possession of up to 3 Plains Zebras for non-commercial use and to adjust permit condition 6 to progeny would be prohibited and permittee shall immediately notify PQB.
Joshua Fisher seconded the motion.  Chairman Oishi asked for discussion. Dr. Haws expressed her concerns that she felt the justification was not strong enough and approval could cause a perpetual herd.  Chairman Oishi asked if there were any more discussion, hearing none, he called for the vote:
Vote: Disapproved 5/1 (Hauff, Eisen, Haws, Gon, Oishi– Nay/Fisher-Aye)
Motion does not carry, moving forward with disapproval to the Board.

Chairman Oishi called for a motion to Adjourn. Motion to Adjourn by Dr. Gon, seconded by Thomas Eisen.
	Vote:  Approved 6/0 (Hauff, Eisen, Haws, Gon, Fisher, Oishi)


IV. 	ADJOURNMENT 

Chairman Darcy Oishi called to Adjourn the meeting of the Advisory Committee on Plants & Animals at 3:01 PM.


Respectfully submitted,



Deborah Safarik
Secretary, PQB
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