














 

 

The Senate 
 

S T A T E  C A P I T O L  
H O N O L U L U ,  H A W A I ‘ I   9 6 8 1 3  

 
 
 
 
 
 

October 25, 2021 
 
 
 
Subject:  In SUPPORT of Agenda Item A4 - Request for Consent to Assignment of General Lease 
No. S-5586 
 
Chair Shimabukuro-Geiser and Hawaii Board of Agriculture Members, 
 
I am pleased to submit testimony in favor of Hawaii Secure Foods’ lease transfer request. During 
a recent visit to the Big Island Dairy site, I was able to meet the new owners, Stephanie and Chad 
Buck, and tour the facility to ascertain the value of both the dairy and its state-of-the-art 
processing facility.  Prompt action on this request will allow the Bucks to move forward with 
their plans to put this highly valuable asset to use in the statewide effort to increase food security 
while laying the foundation for a circular economy.  
 
As part of this site visit, I was able to introduce the Bucks to Alexia Akbay of Symbrosia, Pomai 
Freitas, who has taken over the Panaewa Feed Mill, and Mike DuPonte, who worked for CTAHR 
as an animal husbandry specialist and is well known throughout the state as a key leader in 
Hawaii’s Korean Natural Farming movement.  These three work together as part of the Akamai 
Working Group and the synergy I witnessed between these parties leaves no doubt in my mind 
that approving this request will support Hawaii Island’s agricultural sustainability movement in a 
meaningful way. 
 
Respectfully,  

 
Senator Laura Acasio  
Senate District 1 – Hilo  
Hawaii State Senate  
415 S. Beretania Street, Suite 203  
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813  
Phone: (808) 586-6821 
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