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TESTIMONY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

ON THE REQUESTS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
TO ALLOW THE IMPORTATION AND RELEASE OF SYPHRAEA UBERABENSIS AS A
BIOCONTROL AGENT OF TIBOUCHINA HERBACEA, AN INVASIVE PLANT THAT
THREATENS HAWAII’S FORESTS

October 11, 2022

The State of Hawai'i Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) is in support
of adding Syphraea uberabensis, a proposed biocontrol for Cane Tibouchina
(Tibouchina herbacea) and other related melastome plant species, to the restricted
plants list (part A) and permitting this to be imported into the state for release. This
proposed biocontrol represents years of careful research and planning that can lead to
safe, long-term, cost-effective control of an aggressive invasive weed in Hawai'i.

e Cane tibouchina (Tibouchina herbacea) and other related species (7. longifolia,
Pterolepis glomerata, Melastoma septemnervium, & M. sanguineum) are all
state-listed noxious weeds that threaten both forested areas, watersheds, and
agricultural lands, and reduce habitat for many threatened and endangered
species. These plants are in a group of weeds known as melastomes, all of
which are non-native to Hawai‘i and many of which cause severe damage.

e Cane tibouchina is considered so widespread in Hawai'i that other forms of
control, such as chemical or manual control are not feasible at a landscape level.
Biocontrol will provide long-term, sustainable control greatly decrease its impacts
across the state.

If biological controls are carefully studied to show that they pose no threat to the
environment or other non-target species, they are an invaluable tool in managing and
mitigating the impacts of invasive species. This project has provided a careful, well-
researched environmental assessment (EA) that demonstrates the proposed insect
species will not cause non-target damage and is safe for release in Hawai‘i. For the last
50 years no biocontrol released in Hawai‘i has caused non-target damages, due to the
heightened regulations and testing instituted in the 1970’s and 1980’s. Many of these
biological controls, such as those that control whiteflies and the Erythrina gall wasp,



have been major success stories. We believe this project will follow this precedent and
continue the track record of safe, effective biocontrol releases in the state of Hawai'i.

Providing long-term control of widespread invasive species is one of the key goals laid
out in our State Forest Action Plan, and these projects help further that goal. Further,
control of invasive species will help secure our watersheds and water resources,
mitigate the impacts of climate change, and protect threatened forest ecosystems and
the endangered plants animals within them. For all of the above-stated reasons, DLNR
supports the Department of Agriculture’s approval of these projects.



Nakamura, Gayle M

From: Albert Gomes <alenboygomes@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 6, 2022 10:11 AM

To: HDOA.BOARD.TESTIMONY

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Large mouth bass testimony

Sending in my testimony in favor of importing large mouth bass to our lake for sport fishing. Nothing but positive things
will happen with the importations of more and different strains of large mouth bass. It’s well known that more fish
means more peaople will come to fish, including tourists and military personnel who comes from places with great bass
fisheries. More people means more money coming into the surrounding communities and into the state. It's a win win
for everyone. Really a no brainer if you really take everything into consideration.

Sent from my iPhone



LATE

Nakamura, Gayle M

From: Chad Sweitzer <chadeveretteverett6@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, October 7, 2022 8:02 PM

To: HDOA.BOARD.TESTIMONY

Subject: [EXTERNAL]

Sorry,

I sent the below email without referencing the meeting or section | was responding to! | am providing written testimony
for the October 11, 2022 Board of Agriculture in support of Section C, #1, regarding Northern Largemouth Bass.

Hi,

In the past 8 months | have spent approximately 35 full days fishing Lake Wilson. | have caught hundreds of Peacock Bass
(Tucanare) from 1-7Ibs, and only 3 tiny largemouth bass. In order to establish a largemouth Bass population in Lake
Wilson, further research needs to be done. The current limited population of largemouth bass in the lake are underfed,
small, and being outcompeted by the more aggressive Peacock Bass.

Currently, the catch and release only requirements on peacock bass goes directly against current aquatic biologists’
opinions on proper lake management. If lake management goals are healthy Peacock and Largemouth Bass, a strict
catch and release on largemouth and a slot limit on Peacocks should be implemented, keeping peacock bass under 15”
should be required (there are millions of them currently outcompeting all other fish for food in the lake).

I am happy to offer my time or anything else | can to help make Lake Wilson a better lake for fisherman. It’s our only
option here so | am very committed to bettering this fishery!

Thank you for your time,
Chad Sweitzer
Phone #209-737-3805
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Nakamura, Gayle M

From: Kev Hiro <01khiro@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, October 10, 2022 9:14 AM

To: HDOA.BOARD.TESTIMONY

Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of placing Northern Largemouth Bass on list of restricted
animals

| supposed action item C-1 to place northern strain largemouth bass on the list of restricted animals for Wahiawa public
fishing area. This will help bring new genetics back in lake Wilson to help revitalize largemouth bass populations and the
sport of bass fishing, which has been going on here in the Wahiawa public fishing area for many generations. Bass fishing
is a great pass time for all ages, young and old, all can enjoy this great activity of largemouth bass fishing. | humbly ask
for your consideration.

Thank you and Aloha,
Kevin Hirokane
Hawaii Freshwater Fishing Association (HFFA) member Sent from my iPhone
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LATE

Nakamura, Gayle M

From: STEVEN SMITHE <hawtrac@aol.com>

Sent: Monday, October 10, 2022 2:45 PM

To: HDOA.BOARD.TESTIMONY

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Wahiawa Freshwater Fishing Park

To all board members,

I support the restocking of the northern largemouth bass at the Wahiawa Freshwater Fishing Park. This will improve the
fishing at the park so our kids and grandkids will have the same experience we had when we were kids growing up in
Wahiawa.

Will also give the people of the state the opportunity to return to the park for the outdoor experience of the great
freshwater fishing the park had before. This is a great area of people to get the outdoor fun with the family.

I know the people have been working hard to improve the fishing at the park and this is one of the main steps to
improve the fishing at the park.

Thank You for your time and your help with the greatest freshwater park in the state of Hawaii!

Steven Smithe

Sent from my iPhone
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