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Clingan, Marci

From: Ken L. <7255rckl@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2023 7:32 AM
To: HDOA.PQ.TESTIMONY
Cc: animals
Subject: SUPPORT FOR 3RR ZEBRA PERMIT

Having been a volunteer at 3RR for 6 or 7 years ending in 2013, I can report that one of my duties was the feeding of and 
the socializing with zebras. 
The mother lived to be 27 or 28 years old, an all time or nearly all time record. My greatest joy was socializing with "the 
zebes." As a herd animal they rely heavily on being around each other.  
Being at the safety of the sanctuary they developed remarkable personalities. Importantly, 3RR proved to be of more 
than sufficient size for the zebras to live with each other as well as adapting well to other animals around them. 
My years of volunteering at 3RR taught me how important ALL of the animals are to Ann and Norm. I can unequivacally 
say that the addition of more zebras will be a fantastic addition for the health and well being of all zebras involved, 
especially for the solo zebra there now. 
 
Regards, 
 
Ken Larson  
 



  

Dr. Holeka Goro Inaba 

Council Member, District 8, N. Kona 

 

 

 

Office: (808) 323-4280 
Email: holeka.inaba@hawaiicounty.gov               

 

HAWAI‘I COUNTY COUNCIL 

County of Hawai‘i   

West Hawai‘i Civic Center, Bldg. A 

74-5044 Ane Keohokalole Hwy. 

Kailua-Kona, Hawai’i  96740 

 

 

October 16, 2023 
 

State of Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture 

Plan and Animal Quarantine Branch 

Advisory Committee on Plants and Animals     Via Email: hdoa.pq.testimony@hawaii.gov  

     

Re: Support for an Import Permit for 3 Zebras at Three Ring Ranch  

 

On behalf of myself and Council District 8 in North Kona, I am writing to express strong 

support for Three Ring Ranch’s petition for an Import Permit for up to three Zebras from the 

State of Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture per the conditions as drafted in the petition.  

 

Three Ring Ranch has decades of exceptional accredited history in animal care without 

escape, injury or citation and remains accredited by GFAS and ASA as the only accredited exotic 

animal sanctuary in Hawai‘i.   

Three Ring Ranch has experts in providing safe, stimulating healthy homes, and all 

conditions given since its last import have been carefully adhered to.  Three Ring Ranch animals 

receive exceptional care including enrichment, nutrition, healthcare and psychological care.  

The Ranch has the space and financial ability to care for the animals and have been 

recently inspected by HI DOA to verify that they meet or exceed even the newly proposed, 

increased, fencing requirements.  Lastly, Three Ring Ranch animals are not used for 

entertainment or promoted to be pets, and they teach that these are wild animals and that all 

primates are not pets.  

Thank you in advance for your favorable consideration. 
 

 

      Sincerely,  

 

    

            

             

     DR. HOLEKA GORO INABA 

HGI/wpb   



 

Rebecca Richard, DVM 

Wildlife Veterinary Services 

30606 La Sonora Dr. 

Malibu, California 90265 

310.912.1274, zoovet2001@gmail.com 

October 18, 2023

To Whom it May Concern,

I am writing in support of Three Ring Ranch’s application for permitting for up to three zebra. As 
a practicing zoological and wildlife veterinarian, I have worked with many sanctuaries, and I can 
attest that 3RR provides exceptional care for their resident animals. The facility has experience 
with the species, which can be difficult to manage, and animal care staff is familiar with 
enrichment and safe husbandry practices. Animals will not be bred, and facility management 
has allocated funding to provide lifetime care for a new collection of animals. Equids are herd 
animals and need companionship for psychological and physical health, so it is imperative that 
the permit allow for a group of up to three animals to create a small but safe herd. 

Animals at 3RR are not sold or exhibited as pets. Very few facilities will accept zebra and there 
is a need for a safe home for these animals. I encourage the Hawaii Department of Agriculture 
to allow a permit for three zebras for this excellent facility to proceed through processing.

Thank you,

Rebecca Richard, DVM

mailto:zoovet2001@gmail.com

