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Minutes of the Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity
January 27, 2026

A video recording of this meeting can be found online by visiting this website:
https://dab.hawaii.gov/meetings-reports/

CALL TO ORDER - The meeting of the Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity was called
to order on January 27, 2026, at 9:03 am by Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity
Chairperson, Sharon Hurd. The meeting was conducted virtually via Zoom and in-
person from:

State of Hawaii, Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity
Plant Quarantine Branch
1849 Auiki Street

Members Present In-Person:
Sharon Hurd, Chairperson, Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity
Dave Smith, DLNR, Ex-Officio Member (left meeting at 12:52 am)

Members Virtually Present: Roll call/alone
Dr. Parwinder Grewal, Dean CTAHR, Ex-Officio Member
Mark Takemoto, DBEDT, Ex-Officio Member
Diane Ley, Hawaii Member
Nathaniel Oswald, Maui County Member
Dr. Jason Moniz, Member-at-Large
En Young, Member-at-Large (left meeting at 12:54 pm)
James Gomes, Member-at-Large

Excused:

Deputy Attorney General Present In-Person:
DAG Jennifer Waihee-Polk

Others Present In-Person:
Jodie Rosam, Hawaii Wildlife Fund
Jonathan Price, U.H. Hilo
Chloe Jones, Star Advertiser
Khari Lane, DAB/ARMD
Brandi Ahyo, DAB/ARMD
Kevin Moore, DAB/ARMD
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1 Brian Kau, DAB/ARMD
2 Aaron Eddington, Hawaii Land and Livestock
3 Peter Hix, Southern Turf Hawaii
4 Danny Green, Southern Turf Hawaii
5 Franny Brewer, BIISC
6 Wayne Tanaka, Sierra Club
7 Janelle Saneishi, DAB/Office of the Chairperson
8 Jason Azus-Richardson, DAB/IT
9 Marci Clingan, DAB/Office of the Chairperson

10 Christopher Kishimoto, DAB/PQB

11 Jonathan Ho, DAB/PQB

12

13 Others Virtually Present:’

14 Kawehi Young

15 J Ferrer, HDOA

16 Indrajit Gunasekara

17 Maria McCarthy

18 Diandra Goodwin-Leung

19 reed kishinami

20 Jun Coleman

21 Janet Ashman

22 Patrick Chee

23 Biosecurity Sol Hawaii

24 Bio securities sol

25 Laura Acasio, Hawaii County

26 Christy Martin-CGAPS

27 Dexter Kishida

28 Pohaku Pelemaka, Leila Kealoha

29 Athan Nguyen

30 Kahinu Hayashida

31 Rae Gee

32 Kamaehu

33 Stephanie

34 Thomas Heaton

35 reed

36 William Hanson

37 Dean Maruyama

38 Julia Kemp

39 Invasive Species

40 Daniel Farr

41 Kencho Gurung

42 Rep. Cory M. Chun

43 Kamaehu Naipo

44 Zoom user

" The identification of the public members is based on their sign-in name but are not verified.
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The Hanalei Initiative
Cory Harden Hilo
Ambyr Miyake
Ashley Kierkiewicz
Eric S. Tanouye
Kamaehu

Dean Matsukawa
Dean Matsukawa
Michelle Galimba
Chris Kishimoto
Sanna Matheny
Suzanne Case

Lou Lambert

Keith Weiser

Rep. Kirstin Kahaloa
Mason Russo- HISC
richard.kim
Jonathan Ho, DAB Plant Quarantine Branch
Ross Reyes

GeorgePritchard

Megan Lamson Leatherman

daniel anthony

Emma Caires

Kekoa Alip

18089597747

Chuck Flaherty

Maunalua Fishpond Heritage Center
BTM B.I.

18087630707

Pixel 9a

Katie

anonymous anonymous

GN

Sophia McCullough | Hawai‘i Public Radio
Kanile'a Smith

lindsey.ancog

yeong.h.lau

Roy Hasegawa

Savannah Pote

Caz DiMarco

Micah Alameda

COH - Mayor's Office

Lori Buchanan

Brandon Tanaka

Kua‘aina Ulu ‘Auamo (KUA)

Dennis Lin

Kori Koike - DAB
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Reed Kishinami
Wayne Tanaka
Glenn T. Sako, R&D
18084787741

Glenn Okamoto
KipapalL

Misty Carter

Tara Rojas

Tom Callis
Ka'ikeokalani Kamakea-‘Ohelo
Sibley Barnette
Guest big island
Denis O'LEARY
Rafaell Rozendo
Angela

Il. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM 12/23/2025 MEETING
Motion to Approve: Ley/Grewal

Public Testimony:
None

Board Discussion:
Member Gomes said there is an amendment to page 4, lines 24-27 which corrects the

tE 11

word “Carl” to “cow”, “tabs” to “calves” and “calling” to “culling”.

Vote: Approved; 7-2 (Abstain- Smith and Young)

1. INTRODUCTIONS

V.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM DIVISIONS AND ADMINISTRATION
A. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DIVISION

1. Request for Approval to: (1) Accept, After the Fact, Annual Lease Rent
Amount Determined by Appraisal for the May 1, 2024 Rent Reopening
Under General Lease No. S-3109 through the Cancellation Date of the
Lease, Milton Coleman, Jr., Lessee; (2) Cancel General Lease No. S-
3109, Milton Coleman, Jr., Lessee; (3) Issue Cancellation Document; and
(4) Dispose of the Parcel to the Public by Negotiation; TMK: (1) 4-1-
018:048, Ko‘olaupoko, Waimanalo, Island of O‘ahu, Hawai‘i
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Kevin Moore, Agricultural Resource Management Division, presented testimony as
submitted.

Motion to Approve: Ley/Gomes

Public Testimony:

Milton Colman, the lessee, requested a deferment. He stated he is currently overseas
and his email was compromised so he did not receive recent communications from the
department. He cited recent family deaths and health issues as contributing factors and
requested three months to fix the current issues.

Tara Rojas supported Mr. Colman and urged the board to support the “generational
ohana” and prioritize food security.

Kevin Chang said he believes the request for extension is worthy and knows Mr.
Coleman’s family.

Kuikeokalani Kamakea-Ohelo expressed strong support for deferment. He has been
involved for the last 10 years in planting food on the property and supporting the
Coleman family in their efforts to increase food and cultural resource production.

Board Discussion:

Board Member Gomes sympathized with the testimony but questioned the lessee’s
payment history. He asked Mr. Moore when the last payment was made and its amount.
He also inquired about reports of squatters on the property and whether the lessee had
provided any written proof of the financial backing he mentioned.

Mr. Moore stated that the lessee has a long-standing delinquency in rent. The most
recent partial payment against rent was in June 2023. He confirmed receiving a report
about potential squatters from a neighbor but was unable to conduct an inspection as
they could not contact the lessee.

Board Member Young recalled previous discussions about the challenges of evaluating
permaculture models, which don’t look like conventional agriculture. They sympathized
with Mr. Coleman’s situation but noted the significant delinquency is unfair to other
lessees.

Chairperson Hurd proposed a deferment to next month’s meeting (February). She
requested Mr. Coleman or his representative to present a detailed plan to address the
delinquency.
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Board Member Ley withdrew her motion in favor of the Chairperson’s proposed
direction.

The board deferred the item to the next board meeting.

2. Request for Amendment of Prior Board Action of October 28, 2025, Item
I\V.B.4, Approved as Amended, as That Action Relates to the Modification
of General Lease No. S-3138; Hawaii Land & Livestock, LLC, Lessee.
The Purpose of the Requested Amendment is to Include One Additional
Lease Modification, Which is to Delete the Lease Clause Allowing the
Lessor to Withdraw the Lease Premises, or Portion Thereof, “for Leasing
to Renewable Energy Producers and/or for the Creation of Photovoltaic
Projects,” Hono‘uli‘uli, ‘Ewa, O‘ahu, Hawai‘i, TMK: (1) 9-1-031:001

Kevin Moore, Agricultural Resource Management Division, presented testimony as
submitted.

Motion to Approve: Gomes/Moniz

Public Testimony:

Tara Rojas stated the presentation gave more clarity but expressed concern for the
record. She questioned the decision to prioritize renewable energy over livestock food
resources. She took issue with the DLNR making decisions via executive order to
reduce the agricultural land from over 100 acres to 9 acres for renewable energy. She
stated her opposition to prioritizing the “benefit of the state” and industry over food
production, especially when best practices like Korean Natural Farming could be used.
She highlighted the conflict between land for food and land for renewable energy.

Board Discussion:
The board recognized the lessee who was present in the room.

Aaron Eddington, Hawaii Land and Livestock, explained they only need nine acres
behind the existing beef harvest facility for pens and overflow cattle. They requested the
removal of the right to have the property taken for a renewable project to gain the
security needed to invest in the land. They confirmed the lease amendment is approved
by the Department of Ag, this board, and DLNR but has not yet been executed.

Board Member Dave Smith summarized that Department of Land and Natural
Resources (DLNR) would retain rights over the 100 acres but give up the right over the
9.3 acres, which would be added to the adjacent Hawaii Land and Livestock LLC lease.
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Board Member Moniz asked if the new language would prohibit the lessee from
developing their own renewable energy project for their own use. He also asked if the
executive order requires the lessee to get permission from DLNR.

Mr. Moore responded that it would not prohibit them and no permission is needed if the
project supports the agricultural purpose of the lease.

Vote: Approved; Unanimously

3. Request for Approval to: (1) Cancel General Lease No. S-4795; Eberlii
Tropical Flowers, Inc., Lessee; (2) Issue the Cancellation Document; and
(3) Dispose of the Parcel to the Public by Negotiation; TMK: 3rd DIV/1-5-
116:032, Lot 05, Pahoa Agricultural Park, Phase Il, Keonepoko Iki, Puna,
Island of Hawai‘i, Hawai'i

Brandi Ah Yo, Agricultural Resource Management Division, presented testimony as
submitted.

Motion to Approve: Ley/Gomes

Public Testimony:

Tara Rojas questioned the process of how DLNR transfers these lands. She asked why
these lands, supposedly held in trust for Kanaka, are not first offered to them. She
raised concerns about the process for canceling a lease and putting it to public auction,
questioning how the public can easily find out about these opportunities in a transparent
way.

Board Discussion:
None

Vote: Approved; Unanimously

4. Request to: (1) Rescind Prior Board Action Approving Assignment of
General Lease No. S-4829; William Hanson and Henrietta Hanson,
Assignor; to Jungle Mist Orchids, LLC, Assignee; (2) Approve
Cancellation of General Lease No. S-4829; William Hanson and Henrietta
Hanson, Lessee; (3) Issue the Cancellation Document; and (4) Dispose
of the Parcel to the Public by Negotiation; TMK: 3rd DIV/1-5-116:034, Lot
7, Pahoa Agricultural Park, Phase Il, Keonepoko Iki, Puna, Island of
Hawai‘i, Hawai'i
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Brandi Ah Yo, Agricultural Resource Management Division, presented testimony as
submitted.

Motion to Approve: Ley/Smith

Public Testimony:
None

Board Discussion:
None

Vote: Approved; Unanimously

5. Request for Approval to: (1) Cancel General Lease No. S-4779; William
Hanson and Henrietta Hanson, Lessee; (2) Issue the Cancellation
Document; and (3) Dispose of the Parcel to the Public by Negotiation;
TMK: 3rd DIV/2-2-056:055, Lot 29, Pana‘ewa Agricultural Park, Island of
Hawai‘i, Hawai'i

Brandi Ah Yo, Agricultural Resource Management Division, presented testimony as
submitted.

Motion to Approve: Gomes/Ley

Public Testimony:
None

Board Discussion:
Board Member Ley asked if someone was living on the property, noting vehicles and a
shed in the photos.

Ms. Ah Yo replied that there were a container and abandoned vehicles, but no one was
living there.

Vote: Approved; Unanimously

6. Request for Approval to: (1) Cancel General Lease No. S-4426; John F.
Garcia, Jr., Lessee; (2) Issue the Cancellation Document; and (3) Dispose of the
Parcel to the Public by Negotiation; TMK: 3 DIV/1-5-116:011, Lot 11, Pahoa
Agricultural Park, Phase Il, Keonepoko Iki, Puna, Island of Hawai‘i, Hawai'i
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Brandi Ah Yo, Agricultural Resource Management Division, presented testimony as
submitted.

Motion to Approve: Ley/Gomes

Public Testimony:
None

Board Discussion:
Board Member Gomes asked if the process for handling defaults could be streamlined
to act sooner.

Ms. Ah Yo explained that staff first tries to work directly with lessees to bring them into
compliance, including helping them assign the lease if needed. In Mr. Garcia’s case, he
had shown some positive movement before struggling again in the last year, which
prompted the current action.

Chairperson Hurd commented that streamlining has been considered previously, and
the most direct way would be to strictly follow HAR and HRS rules.

Vote: Approved; Unanimously

7. Request for Approval to Extend Authorization of Temporary Access to the
Waimea Irrigation System to Preserve Animal Life and Setting of a Delivery
Rate; Waimea, Island of Hawai'‘i, Hawai'i

Brian Kau, Agricultural Resource Management Division, presented testimony as
submitted.

Motion to Approve: Gomes/Ley

Public Testimony:

Tara Rojas commented on the importance of water conservation. She urged the board
to remember that water is a critical issue in Hawai’i, especially during a drought, and to
rule accordingly on all issues, particularly when uses other than agriculture are
proposed.

Board Discussion:

Board Member Moniz announced he would be abstaining from the vote but wanted to
make comments. He emphasized the persistent and worsening drought on the island,
which has lasted for over a year. He expressed appreciation for the department’s efforts
to make water available for emergency livestock hauling. He noted that while some
areas are receiving rain, the area in question has not.
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Board Member Gomes asked if emergency water would still be available after April 30,
2026, timeframe if the drought continues. He highlighted the severe drought conditions
in Maui. He also asked for clarification on the 10,000-gallon cap, questioning if it was
per applicant or total.

Mr. Kau stated that the 10,000-gallon cap is per applicant, per day. Regarding the
timeframe, he explained that staff will take the situation under advisement as the time
comes, as they are trying to avoid the perception of a permanent, long-term solution.
The goal is to address the emergency as it comes and return to the board for
reasonable time extensions. In response to what happens if an applicant exceeds the
10,000-gallon daily limit, he said they have not had to deal with that issue as usage has
been well under the cap, but it would be something they would need to address if it
occurs.

Board Member Young asked about the application and approval process for the water
subsidy, wanting to ensure that smaller providers have equal access. He inquired about
who is currently using the service.

Mr. Kau replied that there has only been one user so far, with a second person showing
interest but not yet taking water. He stated they have not done public notice to manage
the resource carefully and ensure primary users (diversified agricultural farmers) have
what they need. He said the people in the area are likely aware of the opportunity.

Board Member Moniz clarified that he was the second potential user, having made the
request before joining the board. He explained that both he and the other user were
being proactive during the extended drought. His concern was having a pre-approved
backup water source in case his primary county water source went down. He suggested
that other ranchers in the Hawaiian Home area should be made aware of this option. He
reiterated that while the water collection area may be receiving rain, the livestock-raising
area is not.

Board Member Takemoto asked if the department must come to the board every time
an emergency water request is made or if there are emergency rules allowing staff to
act independently.

Mr. Kau stated that, to his knowledge, the law grants DAB the authority to provide relief
in an emergency, but there is no blanket authorization for staff to make such decisions
independently, especially as it could involve taking water away from other users (though
that is not the case here).

Vote: Approved: 8-1 (Abstain — Moniz)
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Chairperson Hurd stated that she will be taking the agenda items out of order and will
hear the Old Business item next.

Agenda item V.1 was taken out of order and heard after agenda item IV.A.7.
V. OLD BUSINESS

1. Update on Plan to Address Delinquent Irrigation Bills for the Moloka'i Irrigation
System, as Presented to the Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity on
September 23, 2025

Brian Kau, Agricultural Resource Management Division, presented the Old Business as
submitted.

Public Testimony:

Tara Rojas raised several points regarding the non-responsive accounts. She requested
to see the form that was required to be signed and questioned if the non-responders
could be Native Hawaiians who refuse to sign state documents and argued that they
should not be denied access to water on their homeland. Mr. Rojas also suggested that
they may not have seen the notices despite the outreach efforts.

The Board resumed the remainder of the agenda, starting with agenda item IV.B.1.
B. PLANT INDUSTRY DIVISION

Plant Quarantine Branch

1. Request for Review and Approval of the Petition From Megan Lamson,
Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund, and Leila Kealoha, P6haku Pelemaka, to Initiate
Administrative Rulemaking to Implement an Interim Rule Pursuant to
Hawaii Revised Statutes §150A-9.5, to Require a Department of
Agriculture and Biosecurity Permit or Compliance Agreement for the
Following, to Contain/Slow the Spread of CRB on Hawai'‘i Island:

a. Restrict the Transportation of Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle (CRB) Host
Material Which Includes All Genera of Live Palm Plants, Potted Plants of
Any Size, Decomposing Plant Material Such as Compost, Wood, Tree
Chips, and Mulch, Plant Propagation Medial and Other Iltems Comprised
of Decomposing Organic Plant Material Such as Landscaping Material or
Erosion Control Socks From a Designated CRB Infested Area on Hawai'i
Island to Any Other Area in the State; and
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b. Restrict the Transportation, Receipt, Processing, Sale, Barter, Donation,
or Otherwise Giving Away of CRB Host Material Within the Designated
CRB infested area on Hawai'i Island.

Chairperson Hurd informed the board that there was an error on the petition that was
submitted and that the name “Pokahu” should be “Pohaku”.

Jonathan Ho, Plant Quarantine Branch, presented testimony as submitted.
Board Member Smith made a clarification that the request is to support the motion.
Motion to Approve: Smith/Gomes

Deputy Attorney General Waihee-Polk clarified that the staff recommendation is to not
approve the petition as-is but to direct staff to proceed with the proper rulemaking
process. She stated that for the board to approve the interim rule today would be illegal,
as it requires a prior finding by the Plant and Animal Advisory Committee.

Public Testimony:

Many speakers testified in support of the petition, urging the board for immediate action.
Some speakers expressed frustration with failed promises regarding voluntary orders
and interim rules and noted a lack of urgency.

One testifier from Molokai commended staff and petitioners and noted the interim rule
spurred a movement on Molokai where people are planting coconut trees again and
educating children.

Other testifiers argued that quarantine would be difficult and would cause economic
shortfall for projects requiring landscaping. They called for proactive collaboration
involving local staff and federal funding.

Another testifier argued that the current strategy is failing and advocated for a fungus
approach.

Mr. Ho clarified that using this specific fungus is a restricted microorganism and warned
that importing this without permit is a violation.

Board Discussion:

Board Member Gomes stated he agreed with the staff's recommendation to work on the
challenges in the proposed rule. He asked for a timeframe for when the issue would
come back before the board.

Mr. Ho responded that the earliest would be the next board meeting, but it would be
very tight. He suggested the March board meeting would be more realistic.
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Board Member Moniz asked Mr. Ho how long the CRB outbreak has been going on in
West Hawaii and if the spread is contained within the known area and has not
expanded outside of it.

Mr. Ho replied that it has been since 2023 and stated that the beetle has been found
throughout the proposed quarantine area in varying levels.

Board Member Young thanked the testifiers. He shared a personal experience with
dead coconut trees in Kona and agreed success depends on community participation.

Board Member Smith said this is critical and that we cannot delay. He said we need to
move forward, and we've waited way too long.

Board Member Moniz recommended a multi-agency incident command system in place
so there are more agencies to pull staff from.

The board clarified that the motion would be to approve the petition to initiate
administrative rulemaking and to return to the board in March.

Vote: Approved; Unanimously
(Agenda item V.1 was taken out of order and heard after agenda item IV.A.7.)
VI. NEW BUSINESS

1. NON-ACTION ITEM: Invasive Species Action Plan Updates
Jonathan Ho, Plant Quarantine Branch, presented new business item.

Mr. Ho provided a personnel and activity report. He said Dr. Richard Kim from the Plant
Industry Division resigned on December 315t and Deputy Dean Matsukawa is currently
the Acting Administrator.

The Hawaii District, Oahu and Airport Supervisor positions were filled this month and
started on January 5. More interviews for the Plant and Insect Specialist will be
conducted this week. Two more inspectors were hired on Maui and another two on
Oahu.

Mr. Ho said some new positions were created through Act 231 for new programmatic
units within Plant Quarantine for export certification, investigation, compliance, military,
and then rapid response which would also include a reorganization of the existing
structure.
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Mr. Ho stated that the department is working with the Department of Human Resources
and Leeward Community College to establish a Biosecurity Academy modeled after
what New Zealand utilizes. This will create a pathway for people to go through an
academy with a goal to train recruits during probation.

Mr. Ho spoke about the Christmas tree imports and said last year, there were 120
containers that were imported and 4 of those containers required treatment because
they contained either slug or yellow jackets. This was about a 96.7% compliance rate.

He attributed our success to decades-long partnerships with Oregon and Washington
Departments of Agriculture.

Public Testimony:
None

Motion to adjourn: Gomes/Ley
The meeting was adjourned at 1:01 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Marci Clingan



	Minutes of the Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity

