5 Outlook

[EXTERNAL] Testimony on item IV.B.

From Malcolm Mackey <ozymandias35@hotmail.com>
Date Mon 6/22/2026 2:12 PM
To  DAB.BOARD.TESTIMONY <dab.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>

Aloha Chair Hurd and Members of the Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity,

My name is Malcolm Mackey and Ualapu’e Moloka’i is my home. | strongly urge you to MOVE FORWARD
with the emergency and interim rules proposed in the Lahaina Community Land Trust petition, and to
direct Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity staff to ensure that these rules are brought to the
Board for final approval by your next scheduled meeting.

The CRB situation in Maui County was already alarming enough, with the prior multiple detections of
CRB on Lana‘i and Maui over the past three months. The most recent discovery of several adult CRB in
Waikap( has made clear that without agency intervention, Maui and Lana‘i will continue to experience
new CRB introductions that could quickly lead to devastating consequences.

This is an emergency situation. We must stop all potential pathways for additional CRB to make their
way to Maui and Lana‘i - especially now, as Maui frontline workers must focus their education,
investigation, and eradication resources on a potential CRB infestation in Central Maui.

These rules are absolutely critical to preventing or mitigating CRB outbreaks on Maui and Lana‘i before it
is too late. Please direct Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity staff to move forward with these
rules with the utmost urgency, and to ensure that they are brought back for final approval as soon as
possible - and no later than your next regular meeting.

Mahalo nui for your prompt attention to this matter.

Malcolm Mackey
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Aloha e Chair Hurd and Members of the Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity:

The Administration of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS agenda
item 1V.B.2, a petition from the Lahaina Community Land Trust to initiate emergency
rulemaking to regulate the interisland movement of Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle (CRB)
host materials from any area in the State to the islands of Maui and Lana‘i.

The spread of CRB has increased rapidly in the past year, with CRB detected on
Lana‘i, Moloka‘i, and Maui. In May and June 2025, the first detections of CRB on Lana‘i
occurred when larvae were discovered in potted plants shipped from O‘ahu. In April
2026, an adult CRB was found in a trap at Kahului Airport. Most recently, five adult CRB
were found in Waikapi on June 4 and 8. These detections demonstrate an escalating
pattern of CRB moving between islands through the transportation of plants, soil,
compost, mulch, and other host materials.

Once established, CRB populations are notoriously difficult and costly to contain
and eradicate. Since its initial detection in 2013, CRB has spread across O‘ahu and
damaged or killed thousands of coconut palms. The more recent spread of CRB to Kaua‘i
in 2023 has already devastated many coconut groves on the island and has been
detected in 115 traps across most of the island’. The substantial ecological, cultural, and
economic impacts already experienced on O‘ahu and the growing threat on Kaua‘i are

! Kaua‘i Invasive Species Council, Kaua‘i Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle Trap Detection map
(May 2025) https://www .kauaiisc.org/pests/coconut-rhinoceros-beetle/




a clear warning of what may occur on Maui, Lana‘i, and Moloka‘i if stronger
preventative measures are not implemented immediately.

For Native Hawaiians, the threat extends beyond economic losses. CRB infests
culturally significant niu (coconut palms), endemic loulu palms, hala, kalo, mai‘a
(banana), and k& (sugarcane). Niu is part of a network of pilina (relationships) between
Native Hawaiians and ‘@ina that sustained communities since time immemorial. As both
a food and water source, niu is essential to the wellbeing of our communities, now and
for future generations. Beyond its role as sustenance, niu is woven into traditional
practices, cultural knowledge, and to our stewardship of ‘@ina. The continued spread of
CRB threatens not only the health of these trees but also the relationships and practices
connected to them.

The potential impacts of CRB are especially concerning for Maui and Lana‘i
communities that are already navigating significant environmental, economic, and
cultural challenges. The spread of CRB threatens agricultural operations and community-
led efforts to steward lands and resources. Preventing further introductions and limiting
pathways for infestation

For the reasons stated above, OHA respectfully urges the Board to move forward
with initiating emergency rulemaking to strengthen protections against the interisland

movement of CRB host materials to Maui and Lana‘i.

Mabhalo nui for the opportunity to testify on this critical issue.
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[EXTERNAL] Testimony on Agenda Item IV.B.2

From Lucas Dembart <ldembart@gmail.com>
Date Mon 6/22/2026 2:29 PM
To DAB.BOARD.TESTIMONY <dab.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>

Aloha Chair Hurd and Members of the Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity,

My name is Lucas Dembart and I am a resident of Palolo, but today I write on behalf of our neighbor
island communities urging you to move forward with the emergency and interim rules proposed in the
Lahaina Community Land Trust petition, and to direct Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity staff to

ensure that these rules are brought to the Board for final approval by your next scheduled meeting.

The CRB situation in Maui County was already alarming enough, with the prior multiple detections of
CRB on Lana‘i and Maui over the past three months. The most recent discovery of several adult CRB in
Waikapii has made clear that without agency intervention, Maui and Lana‘i will continue to experience

new CRB introductions that could quickly lead to devastating consequences.

This is an emergency situation. We must stop all potential pathways for additional CRB to make their
way to Maui and Lana‘i - especially now, as Maui frontline workers must focus their education,

investigation, and eradication resources on a potential CRB infestation in Central Maui.

These rules are absolutely critical to preventing or mitigating CRB outbreaks on Maui and Lana‘i before
it is too late. Please direct Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity staff to move forward with
these rules with the utmost urgency, and to ensure that they are brought back for final approval as
soon as possible - and no later than your next regular meeting.

Mahalo nui for your prompt attention to this matter.

Lucas Dembart
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[EXTERNAL] taking steps to keep the CRB off our Islands

From Mary Trotto <Mary.Trotto@liu.edu>
Date Mon 6/22/2026 3:00 PM
To  DAB.BOARD.TESTIMONY <dab.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>

We to act fast and be vigilant

We can not allow one CRB to infest our trees here in Maui
County. (all Islands)

Please pass the petition to keep all sources of potential
CRB infestation

from our shores.

Keep our Coconut trees safe on Mauii.

Much aloha

Dr Mary

Board member of Maui Green and Beautiful

Kihei resident
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[EXTERNAL] Testimony Item [V.B.2

From Rina Sampson <rinalei@aol.com>
Date Mon 6/22/2026 3:18 PM
To  DAB.BOARD.TESTIMONY <dab.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>

Aloha, | am submitting testimony on behalf of Na Kupuna O Lahaina in support of Petition by Lahaina
Community Land Trust.

Actions must be taken to protect our environment if not the two must important food sources of our
communities, coconut and kalo at the least!

We've created departments and trained people to protect our lands from incoming invasive, give them
the tools they need to be successful!

Mabhalo for your time and the opportunity to share our opinions.
Sent from my iPhone



5 Outlook

[EXTERNAL] Testimony on Agenda Item IV.B.2

From Lilia Davis <liliadavis2020@gmail.com>
Date Mon 6/22/2026 4:11 PM
To  DAB.BOARD.TESTIMONY <dab.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>

Aloha Chair Hurd and Members of the Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity,

My name is Lilia and Maui is my home. | strongly urge you to MOVE FORWARD with
the emergency and interim rules proposed in the Lahaina Community Land Trust
petition, and to direct Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity staff to ensure that
these rules are brought to the Board for final approval by your next scheduled
meeting.

| work in conservation, and every time | work with mulch, my heart sinks when | find
grubs or beetle larvae, thinking it could be CRB. The CRB situation in Maui County
was already alarming, with multiple prior detections of CRB on Lana‘i and Maui over
the past three months. The most recent discovery of several adult CRB in Waikapd
has made clear that without agency intervention, Maui and Lana'i will continue to
experience new CRB introductions that could quickly lead to devastating
consequences.

This is an emergency. We must stop all potential pathways for additional CRB to
make their way to Maui and Lana‘i - especially now, as Maui frontline workers must
focus their education, investigation, and eradication resources on a potential CRB
infestation in Central Maui.

These rules are absolutely critical to preventing or mitigating CRB outbreaks on Maui
and Lana‘i before it is too late. Please direct Department of Agriculture and
Biosecurity staff to move forward with these rules with the utmost urgency,
and to ensure that they are brought back for final approval as soon as possible
- and no later than your next regular meeting.

Mahalo nui for your prompt attention to this matter.

Lilia Davis
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[EXTERNAL] Testimony on Agenda Item IV.B.2 - support for the Lahaina Community Land-trust
Petition calling for more rules and controls to stop the invasion of the CRB

From Dr. Eric Hieger <erich94127@gmail.com>
Date Mon 6/22/2026 5:11 PM
To  DAB.BOARD.TESTIMONY <dab.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>

We support the Lahaina Community Land Trust Petition calling for more rules and contraols to stop the
invasion of the CRB.

It's a great concern for us, as we've seen larvae on our property that have killed our lavender plants
(the larvae were likely in a bag of soil we bought at Home Depot). The CRB are highly dangerous to
our island's plant life.

Mahalo,

Eric & Lori Hieger
92-256 HoAlii Place
Kapolei, HI 96707
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[EXTERNAL] Testimony in Opposition to the Proposed Interim and Emergency Rule

From Plant It Hawaii Office <office@plantithawaii.com>
Date Mon 6/22/2026 5:28 PM
To  DAB.BOARD.TESTIMONY <dab.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>

Testimony in Opposition to the Proposed Interim and Emergency Rule
Restricting Plant Transport to Maui and Lanai

Submitted by Shell Hatke — Plant It Hawaii, Big Island of Hawai‘i

My name is Shell Hatke. | am a second-generation operator of Plant It Hawaii, a fruit tree nursery on the
Big Island of Hawai‘i founded and operated by my family. We have been growing and distributing fruit
trees throughout the State for nearly 50 years, and over that time have provided approximately one
million trees to Hawai‘i’s farms, communities, and families.

[ appreciate the Board’s attention to the Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle threat. CRB is a serious concern, and
| share the goal of preventing its spread to Maui and Lanai. However, | must respectfully oppose this rule
as written, for the following reasons.

Our Shipments Are Already Inspected

Every inter-island plant order we ship is inspected by State Plant Quarantine inspectors prior to
transport. This process exists precisely to prevent the spread of pests and diseases between islands, and
we actively participate in and pay for these inspections. The infrastructure to regulate plant movement
between islands already exists. A blanket prohibition is not necessary to achieve the Board’s biosecurity
goals — a strengthened inspection and permitting framework would accomplish the same outcome
without eliminating access to locally grown plant material.

This Rule Will Increase, Not Decrease, Biosecurity Risk

When local supply is restricted, consumers do not stop seeking plants — they seek them elsewhere.
Online marketplaces such as eBay, Etsy, and Facebook Marketplace already facilitate the sale and
shipment of live plant material from outside Hawai‘i, much of which moves without proper inspection or
phytosanitary documentation. Restricting access to inspected, locally grown trees will predictably drive
more customers toward these unregulated channels. The net effect on Hawai'i’s biosecurity posture
would be negative.

The Economic Impact on Local Agriculture Is Significant

Approximately 40% of our fruit tree sales are to the outer islands, with 17% to Maui County alone.
Businesses like ours are not peripheral to Hawai‘i’s agricultural system, we supply the trees that fuel
farm operations and food production across the State. An abrupt prohibition without a viable alternative
pathway threatens the viability of nurseries that have served Hawai‘i for generations, and reduces the
State’s capacity for the agricultural self-sufficiency that biosecurity programs are ultimately designed to
protect.

A Better Path Forward Exists



Before any prohibition on inter-island plant transport takes effect, the Board should require that a viable
compliance pathway be identified and made available to nurseries operating under existing inspection
protocols. Imposing a ban without first establishing a workable alternative does not protect Hawai‘i’s
agricultural industry — it simply eliminates it. | urge the Board to reject this rule as written and return
with a framework that achieves genuine biosecurity without dismantling the local agricultural market
Hawai‘i's communities depend on.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Shell Hatke
Plant It Hawaii
Big Island of Hawai’i

Plant It Hawaii & Hula Brothers
'L Nursery & Orchard Team

@ office@plantithawaii.com

@ plantithawaii.com

k. 808.966.6633

® PO Box 388, Kurtistown, HI 96760

Please note: Our team is often out in the nursery and orchard during the day. If we miss your call or
email, we’ll get back to you as soon as possible. ‘

Instagram | Facebook




5 Outlook

[EXTERNAL] SUBJECT: Testimony on Agenda Item IV.B.2

From Cindy Albury <cindyalbury@hotmail.com>
Date Mon 6/22/2026 10:54 PM
To  DAB.BOARD.TESTIMONY <dab.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>

TO: DAB.BOARD.TESTIMONY@HAWAI.GOV

Aloha Chair Hurd and Members of the Board of Agriculture and
Biosecurity,

My name is Cynthia Albury and Maui is my home. | strongly urge you
to MOVE FORWARD with the emergency and interim rules proposed
in the Lahaina Community Land Trust petition, and to direct
Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity staff to ensure that these
rules are brought to the Board for final approval by your next
scheduled meeting.

The CRB situation in Maui County was already alarming enough, with
the prior multiple detections of CRB on Lana‘i and Maui over the past
three months. The most recent discovery of several adult CRB in
Waikapl has made clear that without agency intervention, Maui and
Lana'i will continue to experience new CRB introductions that could
quickly lead to devastating consequences.

This is an emergency situation. We must stop all potential pathways
for additional CRB to make their way to Maui and Lana'i - especially
now, as Maui frontline workers must focus their education,
investigation, and eradication resources on a potential CRB
infestation in Central Maui.

These rules are absolutely critical to preventing or mitigating CRB
outbreaks on Maui and Lana‘i before it is too late. Please direct
Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity staff to move forward with
these rules with the utmost urgency, and to ensure that they are brought



back for final approval as soon as possible - and no later than your next
regular meeting.

Mahalo nui for your prompt attention to this matter.

Kind Regards,
Cynthia Albury



? Outlook

[EXTERNAL] Testimony on Agenda Item 1V.B.2

From Keala Fung <kealadancer@gmail.com>
Date Mon 6/22/2026 11:52 PM
To DAB.BOARD.TESTIMONY <dab.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>

Aloha Chair Hurd and Members of the Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity,

My name is Keala and Honolulu is my home. | strongly urge you to MOVE FORWARD with the
emergency and interim rules proposed in the Lahaina Community Land Trust petition, and to
direct Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity staff to ensure that these rules are brought to
- the Board for final approval by your next scheduled meeting.

The CRB situation in Maui County was already alarming enough, with the prior multiple
detections of CRB on Lana‘i and Maui over the past three months. The most recent discovery of
several adult CRB in Waikapl has made clear that without agency intervention, Maui and Lana'i
will continue to experience new CRB introductions that could quickly lead to devastating
consequences.

This is an emergency situation. We must stop all potential pathways for additional CRB to make
their way to Maui and Lana'i - especially now, as Maui frontline workers must focus their
education, investigation, and eradication resources on a potential CRB infestation in Central
Maui.

These rules are absolutely critical to preventing or mitigating CRB outbreaks on Maui and Lana’i
before it is too late. Please direct Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity staff to move
forward with these rules with the utmost urgency, and to ensure that they are brought back for

final approval as soon as possible - and no later than your next regular meeting.

Mahalo nui for your prompt attention to this matter.

Keala Fung
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[EXTERNAL] Testimony on Agenda ltem IV.B.2

From Lee Altenberg <Lee.Altenberg@dynamics.org>

Date Tue 6/23/2026 3:20 AM

To  DAB.BOARD.TESTIMONY <dab.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>
Cc Lee Altenberg <Lee Altenberg@dynamics.org>

Aloha Chair Hurd and Members of the Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity,

Please direct the Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity staff, with the utmost urgency, to move
forward with the emergency and interim rules proposed in the Lahaina Community Land Trust petition.
It is the bare minimum needed to stop the destruction of the coconut rhinoceros beetle in Hawai'i.

Let me now put this invasion in a larger context. Despite the best efforts of state officers dedicated to
preventing the establishment of invasive or pathological species in Hawai'i, we see year after year,
decade after decade, the failure of these efforts, as new blights become established and spread—CRB,
little fire ants, Rapid 'Ohi‘a Death, stinging caterpillars, coqui frogs, naio thrips, Erythrina gall wasps, an
endless list.

At what point do we face the reality that Hawaii's plant quarantine system guarantees perpetual
FAILURE? Proven, unremediable, FAILURE. The failure is due to the impossibility of detecting all the
invasive and pathogenic species that are attached to live horticultural and agricultural imports.

The only way to block pests hitchhiking on imports is to stop the imports. And why does Hawai'i
import risky horticultural and agricultural products? Because it is cheaper. But if importers had to pay
every dime that invasive species cost Hawai'i, they'd go broke.

We need to minimize the plant imports to Hawai'i by replacing them with home-grown sources. We
need the legislature to pass a comprehensive bill that

1—stands-up the Hawai'i nursery industry to grow all the plants we now import

2—stands up the Hawai'i ag industry to replace risky ag imports (soil, compost, etc) with home-grown
products

3—once Hawai'i can be self-sufficient in these products, ban all horticultural imports.

Otherwise we are just kidding ourselves—and the next pestilence is on its way now.

| hope you and associated departments will consider such a strategy for the future biosecurity of
Hawai'i.

Mahalo for your attention,

Dr. Lee Altenberg



RN,

Lee Altenberg, Ph.D.

Graduate Faculty in the Ecology, Evolution, and Conservation Biology Specialization
University of Hawai'i at Manoa

Phone: +1-650-557-3309

E-mail: _altenber@hawaii.edu

Web: https://dynamics.org/Altenberg/

RN
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[EXTERNAL] Petition to Regulate Interisland Movement of CRB Host Materials

From Rodger May <rodger@northwestfishco.com>
Date Tue 6/23/2026 5:40 AM

To  DAB.BOARD.TESTIMONY <dab.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>

Aloha,

As a board member of Treecovery | support the petition to regulate interisland and
movement of Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle host material.

Seeing the devastation on Oahu’s north shore then hearing it's now been detected on all
Hawaiian islands, something must be done. To lose the Niu from Hawaii would be a major
loss in the economy. Many people rely on the Niu for work, food and cultural practices
Knowing that the CRB doesn't stop at Coconuts is very worrisome. We could potentially
lose Kalo, Maia, Lauhala, and many other trees and plants because they don't stop there.
Please support the petition to regulate interisland and movement of Coconut Rhinoceros
Beetle host material. we need to stop this potential infestation now.

Mahalo,
Rodger May

Kindest Regards,
Rodger May



