June 22, 2026
Hawaii Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity Board

Testimony in Support of Agenda Item:
Designation of Kauai as Expanded Coffee Berry Borer Infested Areas and Easing
Intrastate Movement Restrictions

Hawaii Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity Board,

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of the request to (1) designate
the island of Kauai as Expanded Coffee Berry Borer (CBB) infested area, and (2) upon
designation, remove or ease existing restrictions on the intrastate movement of coffee.

Kauai Coffee farms over 2,500 acres of coffee on the island of Kauai and has been actively
monitoring and managing the impacts of CBB for several years. Beginning in 2020, we
initiated systematic sampling during harvest to track CBB-related damage. Our findings
illustrate the progression and establishment of this pest on Kauai:

Kauai Coffee Estimated
CBB Cherry Damage by Year

#cherry  Average of
samples CBB %
Year analyzed acrossfarm

2020 468 0%

2021 586 4.5%
2022 478 25.6%
2023 361 38.2%
2024 475 15.1%
2025 567 20.8%
Total 2935 15.9%

These data demonstrate that CBB is now established and actively affecting coffee
production on Kauai. Maintaining restrictions based on the assumption of non-infested
status no longer reflects on-the-ground conditions and creates unnecessary barriers for
agricultural operations.

Expanding the designation to include Kauai and easing the associated intrastate movement
restrictions will provide meaningful benefits to our industry:
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» Improved Agricultural Resilience: Allowing the import of parchment, plant starts,
and cuttings from other regions where CBB is already present will enable
diversification of genetic stock.

¢ Enhanced Sustainability: Access to new varieties supports long-term adaptation to
pest pressure, climate variability, and evolving market demands.

e Operational Efficiency: Aligning regulatory frameworks with current realities
reduces redundant compliance burdens while maintaining biosecurity focus where
itis most effective.

Importantly, this proposal does not introduce new risk pathways but rather acknowledges
the existing presence of CBB and allows growers to respond with appropriate tools and
flexibility.

For these reasons, we respectfully support the proposed designation and the removal or
easing of current intrastate movement restrictions. These actions will strengthen the long-
term viability of Hawaii’s coffee industry while maintaining responsible pest management
practices.

Sincerely,

Brian Kubicki

General Manager

Kauai Coffee Company, LLC
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